
Syllabus: Early Childhood Professions (CDA) 

Instructor: Mrs. Victoria Fisher     Email: fisher.victoria@cusd80.com 

Campus: Perry High School      Phone: 480-224-2800 ext. 3075 

School Year 2019-2020 

 

Grades 11 & 12 one year, 1 credits 

Prerequisite: Early Childhood Education I & Early Childhood Education II 

This course will prepare students for employment in residential, institutional and early childhood settings as 

well as prepare students for Industry Certification in Early Childhood through the Child Development 

Associate Credential (CDA). The program includes instruction in child growth and development, health, 

nutrition, safety, and guidance. Students will develop and implement age appropriate learning activities in 

the on-campus childcare center. It will also cover the management of effective childcare programs and 

facilities. Students will have the opportunity to participate in FCCLA. Course fee is $20.   

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION STATE STANDARDS: 

Technical Standards: 

1.0 Examine the foundational concepts and theoretical approaches of early childhood education  

2.0 Examine the factors influencing prenatal development  

3.0 Examine infant development (birth to 12 months) 

4.0 Examine toddler development (12 to 36 months) 

5.0 Examine preschool development (3 to 5 years) 

6.0 Examine early elementary development (kindergarten to 3rd grade) 

7.0 Examine procedure and regulations that promote health and safety in early childhood environments 

8.0 Examine health and nutrition in young children 

9.0 Examine strategies to build family and community relationships 

10.0 Examine developmentally appropriate practices that support meaningful learning experiences 

11.0 Examine developmentally appropriate learning environments/learning centers 

12.0 Examine developmentally appropriate learning experiences 

13.0 Examine strategies that promote prosocial behavior in young children 

14.0 Examine observation and assessment strategies in early childhood setting 

15.0 Examine professionalism and legal and ethical practices in the early childhood education profession 

*Note: All standards are taught through enrollment in the entire Early Childhood Education program. 

Materials Required: 

Students are expected to come to class with paper, pen (blue or black ink only) and pencil each day. A folder 

is also needed for this class to hold papers and notes. All other supplies and materials are provided.  

Behavior Guidelines/Class Rules:  

I believe most disciplinary problems can be eliminated by helping students to feel safe in the classroom, 

using a sense of humor and supporting self-control.  It is important that students understand that they are an 

important part of this equation and it is their responsibility to support their fellow classmates and the teacher 

by controlling their own behavior.  It is rare that I have behavioral problems, yet when I do students are 

given every opportunity to discontinue the misbehavior before they are asked to leave the classroom and 

administration is asked to intervene.  Everything I do is done to ensure the safety of all my students and to 

maintain an enjoyable learning environment for everyone.    

 

As a teacher, I believe it is important to provide each student with an environment that is productive and 

facilitates the learning process.  In order to do this, it is important to establish some ground rules that are to 

be followed and will help maintain this type of environment.  The following are my class rules. 

Class Rules: 
1. BE RESPECT 

2. BE PREPARED 

3. BE ON TIME  

4. FOLLOW THE RULES IN THE STUDENTS HANDBOOK. 
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Participation: 

Students are required to actively participate in class. Participation means completing all assignments 

(textbook, written, group and oral), maintaining a notebook, and getting involved in group/class discussions, 

group activities, and participating in childcare lab experiences.  In addition, students will be conducting self-

evaluations and peer-evaluations, responding to films and guest speakers, and preparing for tests and quizzes. 

 

Attendance Policy: 

Regular attendance is critical for student success.  Throughout the course a variety of projects and learning 

experiences will take place, many are difficult or impossible to replicate.  This is, particularly true for those 

that involve working with the children in the childcare center.  Please make sure to avoid missing these 

important days and events.  Students are expected to be in their seat when the bell rings.  Arriving after the 

bell is considered tardy.  Multiple tardies will result in a referral to administration.  

 

Childcare Attendance:  

A grade will be given each for time spent in the Lil’ Explorers Learning Center.  The hours spent are critical 

to achievement of the CDA certificate.  Please avoid missing these days.  Please also keep in mind that for 

students to participate in activities involving the children in the Lil’ Explorers Learning Center they MUST 

have ALL the items required for their personnel file turned in.  If students are missing any of the required 

elements, they may not participate in these activities.  Additionally, when students choose to stay out of the 

childcare rooms due to health concerns, a written assignment will be given for partial credit.  To receive full 

credit, students must coordinate with the childcare employees to go in before/after school to make up the 

missed time.  

 

Make-Up Work (Classroom):  

It is the student’s responsibility to meet with me at an appropriate time to get their make-up work.  During 

class time or when I am teaching is not an appropriate time.  I am typically available before or after school.  

Points will be deducted from late assignments.  It is my utmost priority to help students achieve their best 

score in my class.  I will do everything I can to make sure they have the work needed to complete their 

assignments.  It is imperative that students also understand they must follow through and advocate for 

themselves.  They are responsible for getting the work that was missed and turning the assignments in at the 

appropriate times.    

 

Childcare Activities/Lessons:  

Students will be assigned to create lessons/activities to do with the children in the childcare classrooms.  

Time will be given in class for this to be completed.  Once completed students must have these items signed 

off by the teacher.  If the student does not complete them, it is their responsibility to complete the materials 

and forms and have them signed off before the day they are needed.  Additionally, it is critical that students 

are prepared and on time for their assigned days and to complete the activities with the children.  

 

Grades: 
Grades are based on class assignments, tests/quizzes, and projects.  Grades will be based on a percentage of 

total points earned, according to the following scale: 

Grades are assigned according to district 

guidelines implementing the following scale:  

100 – 90 = A  

80 – 89 = B  

70 – 79 = C  

60 – 69 = D  

59 or below = F  

Semester Grades are assigned using the following 

percentages:  

      1st Quarter Grade       40%  

      2nd Quarter Grade      40% 

      Final Exam                20% 
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If there is a concern about a grade, please feel free to contact me at any time to discuss the matter.  My 

contact information can be found at the top of the page. 

 

Assignment Categories 

Assignments will fall into the following categories: Classwork, Projects, Childcare and Quizzes/Tests.  Each 

category will be weighted within Infinite Campus using the following scale:  

Childcare 30% 

Classwork= 30% 

Projects= 20% 

Quizzes/Tests= 20% 

 

Career and Technical Education Program: 

This is a Career and Technical Education (CTE) class.  Student can earn either CTE or elective credit.  Both 

are necessary graduation requirements.  As a CTE class, students participate in hands-on experiences to 

utilize the information they learn in class, which helps to further their skillset and knowledge related to Early 

Childhood Related fields.  Some of these experiences will involve the children from the Lil’ Explorers 

Childcare Center.  

 

The young children look up to the high school students as role models.  Students need to conduct themselves 

as such.  When working with the children it is essential that the student conduct themselves in a professional 

manner.  This includes:  

 Maintaining confidentiality at all times 

 Following all policies and procedures of the childcare center 

 Dressing modestly and appropriately 

 Being on time 

 Being prepared 

 Being respectful of childcare staff 

If there are any questions regarding this rules and policies, you are welcome to contact me at any time.  

 

Workplace Employability Skills: 
As a CTE program this class also has Workplace Employability Skills Standards that are linked to this 

program.  They cover a variety of soft skills that are important to help prepare students for success in their 

future working environment.  Each semester students will be required to earn a minimum of 50 points.  A list 

of qualifying events and their value will be given to each student with a log that will allow them to keep 

track of the point they earn each semester.  These points will also be required for as part of the requirements 

to earn a cord for graduation.  Students are responsible for keeping track of their list/log, getting teacher 

approval for events if required, getting teacher signatures, and keeping track of evidence needed for events 

on the list/log.  A workplace employability grade will be entered each semester as a quiz/test grade in the 

gradebook.  

 

FCCLA:  

The Career and Technical Student Organization (CTSO) for the Early Childhood Education program is 

Family, Career and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA). It is an important component of this course.   

Through participation in this organization, students develop leadership skills, speaking abilities, teamwork, 

and other skills that are vital for success now and in their future endeavors.  Students are required to 

participate in FCCLA activities but are not required to affiliate.  However, affiliation is required in order to 

participate in state and national competitions.  At the school level, students will not be required to participate  
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Cell Phones: 

I ask that all cell phones are left in purses, backpacks, etc. during class.  Ringing cell phones and texting 

during class will not be permitted.  For the first offense, students will be given a warning.  On the second 

offense, the student will be asked to give the phone to the teacher.  The phone will be returned after that class 

hour.  If using the cell phone during class becomes habitual, the phone will be taken to the student’s 

administrator where the student can retrieve it after school.  Confiscating cell phones is not fun for the 

teacher, the student, or the front office personnel.  It uses valuable time that is better spent in other ways.  

Please make sure cell phones are put away before class begins and not brought out during class.  Under no 

circumstances are cell phones or other electronic devices allowed in the Lil’ Explorers Learning Center.  

This will lead to removal from the center, no credit will be given for the assignment/activity, and the student 

will not be allowed to make-up the assignment.   

Parents please sign and fill in the date where indicated on the attached paper.  This will then need to be 

returned with your student tomorrow.  If there are any questions about any of these policies, please feel free 

to contact me at anytime.  I can be reached at 480-224-3075 or by email fisher.victoria@cusd80.com.  

Information will also be sent throughout the year via the Remind App.  To receive these reminds text 

@ececdap to 81010.  I do my best to return phone calls and emails as soon as possible; typically, this is 

within 24 hours.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Victoria Fisher M.S. & M. Ed.  

Perry High School  

Early Childhood Education CTE Instructor  
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PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN THE FORM BELOW 

 

Student’s Name (Please Print):             

Class:      Hour:      

 

 

I have read the class syllabus for Early Childhood II and agree to abide by the policies/procedures for this 

class.   

 

            

                      Student’s Signature              Date 

 

 

 

I have read the class syllabus for Early Childhood 1 and agree to support my student and the teacher to 

ensure the policies/procedures for this class are followed.    

 

            

                      Parent’s Signature               Date 

 

 


